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Course Description 
This is the first course in a two-course sequence designed to offer support and structure to 
students writing honors theses in Economics. In order to complete this course successfully and to 
be ready to continue work in the spring, students must write a research proposal. This proposal 
will consist of multiple parts: 

 
1. Draft introduction – in the style common to academic articles in economics 

a. Why is the topic interesting/important? 
b. Clear statement of the specific research question 
c. Verbal description of the methodology (with a placeholder for results to come) 
d. Discussion of the contribution of the study relative to the existing literature 

2. Data source description (empirical papers) 
3. Proposed methodology, including a regression equation if empirical.  

a. The proposed methodology must answer the specific question posed in the draft 
introduction. 

b. 



 

 

Most students write an empirical thesis, and it is common to use STATA for data analysis. 
Students who wish to purchase their own copy of STATA qualify for a substantial discount 
through the University’s GradPlan. More information is available through a link posted on the 
Canvas website. I recommend Stata/IC. The price is $125 for a one-year license.   
 
 

Requirements and Grading 
 

Final Grade: The primary determinant of your grade in this course will be the quality of the 
proposal submitted at the end of the semester. I will evaluate the proposals three criteria: how 
well they articulate a clear research question, how well they explain the expected contribution to 
the literature, and whether the proposed methodology (and data if applicable) are appropriate to 
answer the question. I view the other course assignments, including peer editing and 
participating in presentations as both presenter and audience member, primarily as inputs into the 
final document. I will, however, consider these inputs when assigning your final grade, 
especially if their quality is noticeably higher or lower than the final proposal’s. 
 
Honors Program Registration: To defend an honors thesis in Spring 2021, you must register 
your thesis by 4:00 PM on October 6, 2020. A link to the registration paperwork is available on 
the Canvas web page. We will discuss completing the paperwork in class, but it will be your 
responsibility to collect the required signatures and to turn in the form on time.



 

 

Tentative Schedule 
 
 In-Class For Next Week 



 

 

Other Course Information and Policies 
 

Immigration status:



 

 

Before returning to campus, all students must complete the COVID-19 Student Health and 
Expectations Course. Before coming on to campus each day, all students are required to 
complete a Daily Health Form Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, have symptoms 
of COVID-19, or have had close contact with someone who has tested positive for or had 
symptoms of COVID-19 must stay home and complete the Health Questionnaire and Illness 
Reporting Form remotely. In this class, if you are sick or quarantined, 



 

 

harassment and/or related retaliation, to ensure that individuals impacted receive information 
about options for reporting and support resources. 
 
Religious Holidays 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal 
reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 
scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, please inform me no later 
than two weeks prior to any conflict you foresee, sooner if possible, so that we can find an 
alternative arrangement for you to complete the requirements of the course. 
See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details. 
 


