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Prof. Brian Cadena 
brian.cadena@colorado.edu 

Economics 4848-002 
Applied Econometrics, Spring 2022 

(303) 492-7908 
Website: Canvas 
https://canvas.colorado.edu 
 

Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:30 PM 
Economics 208D or 

https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/briancadena 
Please use this link to schedule a specific time/location: 

https://calendly.com/brian-cadena/econ-4848-office-hours 
 

TA: Lauren Schechter 
lauren.schechter@colorado.edu 
Office Hours: T 2:30-3:30 
W 12:30-2:30 or by appt 
Location: Hybrid; Zoom or in-
person, ECON 414 
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This course will teach you to be comfortable with the essential aspects of performing economic 
analysis on real-world data. In doing so, we will spend a substantial amount of time using 
STATA, a statistical computer software package designed especially for empirical economic 
analysis. While you will spend some using pre-prepared datasets, you will also learn to create 
custom datasets from the US Census Bureau and Bureau of Labor Statistics for original analysis. 
Students who successfully completed this course have gone on to do applied data work for the 
government, in industry, or in other research/advocacy/policy contexts. The course meets in 
ECON 117, each MWF (1/10-4/27) from 11:15 AM – 12:05 PM, with the exceptions of MLK 
Day (1/17), Spring Break (3/21-3/25), three cancelled lectures replaced by individual project 
meetings (3/28, TBD, TBD), and reading day (4/29).  
 
To follow campus policy for Spring 2022, we will begin the semester in remote synchronous 
status for two weeks. We will meet via Zoom at the normally scheduled class time using the link 
on the Canvas website. 9'*4%&*7/542'*4+.#7):*(;#'*7+2&'%*<#..*&%$%&(*(+*#"=4%&'+"*#"'(&27(#+"*
<;%"*7/542'*&%=+4%"'*>72&&%"(.)*'7;%02.%0*,+&*?/"2/&)*@A:*@B@@CD*E;#'*7+2&'%*#'*"+(*
;)F&#0G*(;%&%*<#..*"+(*F%*/*H++5*+4(#+"*<;%"*7/542'*4+.#7)*/..+<'*2'*(+*5%%(*#"*4%&'+"D 
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To enroll in this course, you must have completed Economics 3070 and at least one of 
Economics 1088, Math 1081 or Math 1300. Economics 3818 or an equivalent course is also 
required. These courses must have been passed with a minimum grade of C- regardless of 
whether you have declared a major in economics. This course provides practical hands-on 
training in using statistical software to analyze economic data. To succeed, students will need a 
basic command of algebra, the ability to take a derivative, and a basic understanding of the 
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(electronic copy via Canvas). The faculty teaching Econ 4848 have made a habit of loading all 
submissions to TurnItIn, and I will check each electronic submission against the database of 
previously submitted assignments. Evidence that your final project was based on a previous 
submission will result in a failing grade on the final project and likely a failing grade in the 
course. 
 
As we progress through the material, be thinking of the type of project you are interested in. I 
will schedule appointments to meet with 



circumstances necessitate missing a lecture. Thus, students will be allowed up to nine absences 
without penalty. V(20%"('*<#(;*5+&%*(;/"*W*/F'%"7%'*>(;&%%*<%%P'*+,*7./''C*(;&+2N;+2(*(;%*
'%5%'(%&*<#..*,/#.*(;%*7+2&'%D Note that there are no additional absences available for standard 
“excused” reasons (illness, family emergency, transportation problem, etc.). I will take 
attendance prior to the start of every class period.  
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elementary-school-aged children and my spouse and I both work full-time. Although I am 
hopeful that there will not be broad school closures, there is a chance that I may need to cancel 
class at the last moment due to a lack of childcare. While I will do my best to keep up normal 
response times to e-mail and to make myself available outside of regularly scheduled office 
hours and class meetings, I hope that you will extend some grace and patience to me this 
semester as well. 
* *
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Topic Tentative Dates 

Introduction and Research Design 1/10, 1/12, 1/14 (Read Mortgage 
Paper) 

No Class – MLK Day 1/17 

STATA Tutorial 1/19, 
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CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 

Both students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in 



ACCOMMODATION FOR DISABILITIES 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation 
letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can 
be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities 
in the academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the 
Disability Services website. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-




