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Description 
Macroeconomics is the study of how all the different aspects of the economy interact to determine outcomes 
for the economy as a whole.  
• Why study macroeconomics? Because macroeconomics has to pull everything together, it can strengthen 

a wide variety of skills: advanced reading and writing skills, judging whether something is a big or a small 
effect, and the use of concepts specific to macroeconomics as well as concepts from international 
finance, industrial organization, labor economics, development economics and other fields of economics. 

• Why studying macroeconomics is hard: It is a lot easier to tell stories related to personal experience in 
microeconomics than macroeconomics.  

• How to connect to macroeconomics: Read the news; talk to fellow students, other friends and family  
about politics.  
 

Prerequisites 
Economics 3080 builds on the understanding you gained 2010 and 2020, Principles of Micro and Macro. 
There is no official recommendation on this, but I personally recommend that you take Economics 3070 
before taking Economics 3080.  
 
Course Readings, Quizzes and Course Squarespace Website 
 

• Textbook: Inclusive access through an “Achieve” link in Canvas which will be set up soon.      
Mankiw, N. Gregory, Macroeconomics (10th edition, 2019). 
 

• Achieve Quizzes: These will be the primary way you are tested on the textbook material. The two 
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I recommend that you bookmark https://blog.supplysideliberal.com/intermediate-macro 
 
 
 
 
 
 


