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To our families, and Patricia D. Murphy

INTRODUCTION

i—

an essay seemingly rendered pathetic by courses of events since that time,
war remains a subject of intense interest, at times bordering on morbid fas-
cination. Even as we recognize its role as a dangerous anachronism in an age
of antential universal destruction. people of all nations and political persua-
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a certain point, seem to be opaque to more conventional forms of historical Again, we will be focusing not only upon individuals usually judged to be
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Rarely, though, are most of us in the position —and here, we are paraphrasing

Robert G. L. Waite—to transform private psvchologigal lapses or imbalances

in an age of pofential total annihilation —with or without a cold war—must,
at the very least, be viewed as a vexed guestion.



